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M Traditional Technologies and Techniques

1. The base of Edo Shikki (lacquerware) is created
using the following techniques: Kokuso*' filler is
applied to base woods. Nunokise* is the gluing
of untreated linen to base woods. Sabitsuke
involves applying a mixture of fresh lacquer and
whetstone powder. Nakanuri* is the application
of intermediate coats of lacquer. Togi is a
burnishing process, etc.

2. There are two major lacquering techniques. One
is the "Roiro Finish." This involves the repeated
application of layers once the previous layer of
lacquer has been polished. The second is the
"Nuritate Finish" (the "Standing Lacquer
Finish"). This involves the application of lacquer
directly by brush.

3. Decoration involves processes such as Maki-e
(gold reliefs), Raden (mother of pearl inlays) and
Chinkin (sunken gold inlays).

*1 Kokuso: Is a substance that combines together lacquer,
paste and sawdust. It is applied to joints and areas to
which engraving has been done to the base woods.

*2Nunokise: After strengthening base woods (by
vigorously applying lacquer to all surfaces to ensure
better adhesiveness of successive lacquer layers),
untreated linen is affixed to the wood surface using
Noriurushi, a mixture of paste and lacquer.

*3 Nakanuri: After the application of Shitanuri (initial coats
of lacquer), Nakanuri (intermediate coats) are applied
with a brush. These coats of lacquer do not contain oil.
As with the initial coats of lacquer, these coats are
polished to a fine finish using charcoal.

HETraditionally Used Raw Materials

Urushi (Japanese lacquer) is a natural material
sourced from the sumac tree (scientific name:
Toxicodendron vernicifluum).

The following types of wood are used in the
manufacture of Edo Shikki: Chestnut, Zelkova,
Magnolia obovata, Cherry and Katsura. Other
timbers with similar properties may also be
used.

M History and Characteristics

Once lacquer is dried, lacquerware is not
impacted by acidic or alkaline substances. It
also possesses strong insulation properties
with respect to heat and electricity.
Moreover, by not being just a coating
material, lacquer works to prevent both
staining and rotting of the base woods used
in lacquerware. It also acts as a strong
adhesive.

A single piece of lacquerware passes
through the hands of a number of craftsmen
before completion. The process commences
with the lacquer tree being "tapped" for its
sap. Next a craftsman called a "Kijishi" (a
wood turner) processes untreated wood and
creates from it items such as bowls and
multi-tiered boxes. These are then passed to
a "Nurishi" (a lacquerer) who applies the

Contact Details

lacquer. The lacquerware is finished once it
has passed through the hands of a "Maki-e
shi" (a decorator) who etches patterns as
well as sprinkling gold and silver powder
over the lacquerware.

Manufacturing Area Cooperative Name : Tokyo Lacquerware Cooperative Association
Address : 2-21-9 Midori,Sumida Ward,Tokyo 103-0021

Telephone No : 03-5600-9401
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